CoNFIDENTIAL. No. 39 oF 1891. 
SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, 


CENTRAL PROVINCES, AND RAJPUTANA, 
Received up to lst October 1891. 


POLITICAL AND NATIVE STATES. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of. the 30th September, says 

Expuleton of Betiteh oll that, on the one hand, the Novoe Vrem- 
cers by Russian offcersfrom @, & semi-official Russian newspaper, 
ee declares that the Russian Government - 
has no desire to invade India, It possesses a vast empire and 
does not like to extend it, if England does not interfere with it-in 
Europe, On the other hand, the Russian officers have unjustly 
turned out the exploring party under Captain Young- 
husband and Lieutenant Davison from the Pamirs. This is a 
gross insult to the Government of India, and will greatly 
lower British prestige in that part of the country. The 
Anglo-Indian newspapers are very indignant, and their indig- 
nation is justifiable to a large extent. The Times asks the 
Government of India to keep a. strict watch on the pro- 
ceedings of the Russians. The Hindustdné isat one with the 
Pioneer in thinking that the Pamir imbroglio will end in an 
unsatisfactory explanation being given by the Russian Gov- 
ernment, but the incident is as important as the Panjdeh affair. — 
The Government of India was not h woliad sins 4 e, t ” nsgress- 
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, Circulation, 
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others. It appears from a recent Reuter’s message that the 
Amir of Kabul has sent a letter through the Afghan traders to 
the Russians at the Nijni Novogorod Fair, urging the deve- 
lopment of trade between Russians and Afghans, It is diffi- 
cult to say how far the rumour is well-founded, but considering 
the attitude of the Amir, it is no matter for surprise that he 
should have made such an overture to the Russians, 


The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 25th September, says that 

Musalméns and the there can hardly be two opinions that 
as Congr. the efforts of the National Congress 
are doomed to failure. Some Musalm4ns, however, still con- 
tinue to be strong supporters of that movement. A small 
incident which has lately occurred should convince them of 
their mistake. A straw shows how the wind blows. The 
meeting of the Lucknow municipal board, held on the 31st 


August, rejected an application for the construction of a new 


Muhammadan mosque, but granted permission for the con- 
struction of two new Hindu temples. The fact is, that hoth 
Hindus and Musalmdns are greatly influenced by religious 
prejudices, If they are unable to divest themselves of such 
prejudices in dealing with municipal affairs, what can he — 
expected from them in the management of more important 


affairs? The cry of unity raised by the Congressionists is a 
false one. 


The Hindustdnit (Lucknow), of the 30th September, in 
commenting upon the above article of 
the Azdd, observes that’ the strictures 
of the Azdd on the National Congress are beneath contempt. 
But the attack made by it on the municipal board of Lmck- 
now is most unjust, and it should withdraw the charge, offer- 
ing an apology. According to the municipal pease no 
mosque, temple or church can be built without the armMission 
of the board, and such permission cannot be granted i 
another religious building is situated within 400 paces of the 
proposed building, and if the residents of the locality have any - 
objection to the proposal. An application was lately made | or a 
the erection of a new mosque at Narabi. Mr. Hope, ¢ ry Magi- 
strate, went over to Narahi to ‘make local i a | 


The same. 
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mosques already exist in the neighbourhood, and the Musalméns 
in charge of these mosques objected to the construction of a 
new one. The application was therefore rejected by the 
board. When the application was rejected by Mr. Cobb, 
President, no Musalm4n member raised any objection, but a 
Hindu member asked the grounds on which the rejection 
was made. On this Mr. Cobb gave a satisfactory explanation. 
Nothing could be more foolish than the comments of the 
Azéd on the National Congress; and its attempt to set the 
two communities by the ears is very reprehensible. 


The Bhdrat Jiwan (Benares), of the 28th September, says 
that, according to the Hindu religion, — 
a king is the shodaw of God on earth, 
_and that therefore no Hindu who has any regard for his religion 
can be disloyal to Government. Of course, if he has any 
grievances he will lay them before his rulers, just as he repre- 
sents his wants to his God. If he happens to use strong 
language in doing so and in exposing the illegal proceedings 
of selfish officials, he is accused of disloyalty. But evidently 
the charge is utterly unfounded. ‘Let such officials misrepre- 
sent the thoughts and feelings of the people as much as they 
like, truth will triumph in the end and Government will 
eventually do justice to the people, 


Loyalty of Hindus. 


The Subodh Sindhu (Khandwa), of the 23rd September, 
says that Chur Chandra, who has been 


made the new Raja of Manipur, is a 
child five years old and is the son of Raja Nar Singh. He 


Manipur. 


had no right to the throne, but the Government of India has 


the power to turn a beggar into a prince, There are elder 
brothers to Chur Chandra, and it would have been better if 
the Government of India had selected one of them . in n prefer- 
ence to a child of such a tender age. The n 
the affairs of the State will be carried on entirely under the 


supervision of the Political A gent during the minority. of the 


Cirenlation 


1,500 eogee: 


Prince, and the State will consequently be but s province of 


the British Indian Empire, to all practica 


The State will have to > Bey a annual tri 
ment, CS ae 


| 
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The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 25th September, says that 
some persons find fault with the Goy- 
ernment of India for placing a child of 
five years of age on the throne of Manipur, and declare that 
it has done so in order that it may be able to keep the State 
in its own possession during his long minority. The accu- 
sation brought against it is not well-founded, . The object of 
Government in selecting such a young prince is no other than 
that the boy should get sufficient time to acquire an English 
education and some degree of civilization before coming of age, 


The same. 


The Nizdm-ul-Mulk (Moradabad), of the 22nd September, 
The Viceroy’s visit to Observes that evidently the object of 
Kashmir. His Excellency the Viceroy’s intended 
visit to Kashmir is to reinstate the Mahfrija. The withdrawal 
of power was a great injustice to His Highness, and is regretted 
by the whole Indian population. The restitution of power 
will remove all blame and increase the reputation of Govern- 
ment for justice and generosity, - 


The Jém-t-Jamshed (Moradabad), of the 20th September, 
expresses great satisfaction at His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy’s intended visit to 
Kashmir, and thinks that the Mahé4réja will again be invested 
with power by His Excellency during his visit. Some persons 
were of opinion that the State was annexed and would not be 
surrendered, but the Jdm-t-Jamshed had full confidence in the 


justice of Government and was convinced that the Mahéréja 
would be reinstated. 


The same. 


ADMINISTRAT ION. 


The Hindustdn (Kélakankar), of the 29th September, 
Annual subsidy paid by egrets to notice that this unfortunate 
matie to Ragund. country has always been a prey 
foreign invaders. Mahmud of Ghazni carried away hah- 
dreds of maunds of silver, gold and jewels and enriched = 
Afghanistan. Changez Khén, Taimur and Nadir Shéh also 
plundered the country to their hearts’ content, no less : han. - ; 
77 crores of rupees worth of property being taken with bin OF ae 
Nadir Shéh as booty. Some Englishmen pretend | ul 3 at the Br | i 
tish govern India for her own exclusive benefit, and take ao 
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tsthnte from her. ‘The question is, how far is their boast well- 
founded? Apart from the money which British traders and 
other private individuals receive from this country, the Gov- 
ernment of India has to remit to England more than two 
crores of rupees (sic) every year on account of the cost of the 
India Office, the Home charges, the price of Government 
stores, &c. The Government does not obtain all this money 
from land revenue, but also levies other taxes which press 
hard on the people, and which are as follows :«= 


Re. 
Salt tax .,. ove ove r+ 8,34,40,000 
Stamp revenue ee see eve 4,14,80,000 
Excise 00 ne eee eco ©4,95,40,000 
Provincial notés as m «.< 8,53,10,000 
~— Octroi odé és sus ¢ee =©1,70,10,000 
Assessed taxes ove ses eee =1,61,00,000 
Registry ese eve ai $7,00,000 


Total vv 24,65,80,000 


_ 
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The total population of British India according to the late 
census being 22,04,91,000 the average incidence of taxation 
on each man is over a rupee a year, and the average annual 
contribution of each man towards the funds which have 
to be remitted to England for the purposes above referred — 
to is a little below one rupee.and one anna. Hence it will be 
perceived that all the revenues raised from the levy of different 
kinds of taxes, specified above, find their way to England. 
When will the poor tax-payer be relieved of his heavy burden ? 
He can expect no relief until the country is in the possession 


of foreigners and inactivity and digunion exist among the 
natives, 


; “ . 
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The Hindi Pradip (Allahabad), for + Boptemnbes; sayé.that 
Good qualities of the the French, the Germans and the Aus- 
Sritich nation. | trians are not inferior to the British im 
knowledge, science or civilization. But they do wood &. DBSESS 
the same high sense of duty aé Englishmen’ ‘This is the 
secret of the wonderful prosperity of the British nai ition. "The 
French be fir to soquio, th supremocy of this counter 
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bit the tables were soon turned by thie superior qualities 
displayed by Englishmen. -Nothing, not even. the fear of 
death, ean deter an Englishman from performing his duty, 
The Duke of Wellington never lost his presence of mind in the 
war with Napoleon Buonaparte and ultimately succeeded in 
taking him prisoner. .Cromwell did not, hesitate to wage 
civil war against the King of England, with a view to gain 
political rights for the people. No other nation possesses such 
a high sense of. duty and such great respect for the nghts of 
others. When an Anglo-Indian official is found to have mis- 
behaved himself, the editor loses his temper and makes some 
strong strictures, but subsequently in his calmer moments 
regrets having been betrayed into the use of strong language. 
To save the name of the great nation to which they belong, 
the Anglo-Indian officials should be always on their guard and 
should never abuse their power. It is earnestly to be desired 
that the English nation, which possesses a high sense of duty, 
may acquire liberality and sympathy in the same degree. 
When such a happy day arrives, sooner or later, the natives 
are sure to be released from their state of hondage. 


The Tarrdr (Moradabad), of the 18th September, says 
that in addressing the successful stu- 
Sir John Gorst’s speech dents of Cooper’s Hill College Sir 
ne. Gorst wal — “The British 
Government of India was an unique example of the Govern- 
ment of one nation by another entirely for the advantage and 
interest of the subject people.”? To be sure, Sir John is a man 
of unimpeachable veracity, The maintenance of the College 
itself where he delivered his speech supplies a strong proof of 
the truth of his statement. The cost of the institution is 
entirely defrayed from the Indian Treasury, but only | Euro- 
peans are alluwed to receive education there. 


The Hindustdni (Lucknow), of the 80th September, refers 
‘Withdrawal of the pro- to the petition of the conductors. of 
— against the Bang- the Bangbast offering an apology oe 
praying for the withdrawal . ° f Digit | — 
prosecution, the petitions of the British Indian Associaiom 
and the Native Press Association, supporting their prayer, 
letter of the Bengal Government to the Governme al ss hs 
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7 


forwarding the three petitions and proposing that further 
proceedings may be stayed, and the reply of the Government 
of India approving of the proposal of the Bengal Government, 
and observes that the decision of Government will be. viewed 
with general satisfaction. It has acted with praiseworthy 
sagacity, forbearance and clemency in the matter. Its 
acceptance of the apology offered has cenvinced the public 
. that it does not dislike the strictures of newspapers on its 
measures and will arrest the discontent which the prosecution 
threatened to.create. It cannot find itself ia a very dignified 
position in entering the lists with the people. Nothing could 
be more preposterous than to doubt the loyalty of the native 
press, The best proof of their loyalty is to be found in the 
circumstance that they give free expression to their thoughts 
and feelings. It isnot necessary that they should sing the 
praises of Government in and out of season. Any man who 
does not openly express his thoughts, but secretly stirs up 
popular hatred towards Government, is the greatest enemy to 
Government and the country. The continuance of British 
rule fora long time to come is essentially necessary to the 
best interests of India. The signs of prosperity visible on all 
sides are simply due to British rule. The native newsparers 
are and will always remain loyal to the core, though the selfish 
advisers of Government may.create doubts in its mind. 

The Bhdrat Jiwan (Benares), of the 28th September, 
adverting to the withdrawal of the 
prosecution against the conductors of 
the Bangbasi, thanks His Excellency the Viceroy for it. 

The Hindustdn (Kaélakankar), of the 25th September, on 
Increase of crime in the authority of its Ajmere correspon- 
Ajmere, dent, says that, on the 20th idem, fifty 
or sixty men, women and children were apprehended at Bir 
and Rijgarh and brought to Ajmere. . Two stripes with the 


The same. 


cane were inflicted on each of them, and then they were 


released, Seth Mulchand, Seth Chand Mal and other bankers 
called upon the Commissioner and applied to him for 


aid. He told them that pe 


Ajmere in an hour. Very, isquieting rumours vt ehoat, 
retired to Kishang arh safety. 


and several small bankers hay: 


erfect order could be restored in 
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Government should inquire on which part of the body women 
and children were{*whipped. The same paper, of the 
29th September, states that robberies have lately been very 
frequent in the Ajmere district, and that the Magistrate 
is busily engaged in suppressing them. As soon as he 
hears of a robbery, he sends the police and the military to 
arrest the robbers .and restore order. One hundred prisoners 
were brought to Ajmere on the 24th September. But the . 
real culprits generally escape, innocent villagers being arrested. 
Relief works had better be started to provide labour for the 
unemployed. 


The Hindustdn (Kalikankar), of the 24th, 25th and 26th 
September, regrets to notice that vil- 
lage sanitation in these provinces is in 
a very neglected state, and that thousands of men fall victims 
to cholera and fever every year in consequence. It appears 
from the Pioneer that mortality from cholera alone during 
the month of June last amounted to 34,00U deaths The 
entire mortality from all diseases during the year must he 
very heavy. It is not in man’s power to puta stop to sick- 
ness and mortality, but the evil can be greatly checked by 
removing the principal causes of sickness, which are the dirty 
state of private houses and streets in villages, and the want of 
a pure supply of water and of medical aid. The houses of. 
villagers as a rule are mud hovels, low, damp and ill-venti- 
lated. Cattle are kept in one corner of the house and the 
sweepings allowed tu accumulate in another, Streets and lanes 
are never cleaned, and men and children even ease themselves 
in them, Chamérs or shoemakers skin dead animals and expose 
raw hides to the sun throwing bones just outside the village. 

The wells are not provided with embankments, the leaves of 
trees and the dirty water of the adjacent ground falling i into ee 
them. The village tanks are in a worse state, as the vill we 
cattle and even pigs haveifree access to them, and the villagers 
wash their dirtytclothes in them. In this way ‘the rater i Dn oe 

wells and tanks is rendered very dirty and impure. -Choler py 

and small-pox are the two great scourges of mankind in, : his 
country, The ignorant villagers consider those e idemic i ee 
sigus of the wrath of the he goddess Devi. When either of ™ Bo 


Village sanitation. 
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disesses breaks out, they use no medicine and take no 
precautions against its spread, but only try to appease the 
goddess. 


The Hindi Pradtp (Allahabad), for September, says that 
the laws framed by Government are 
very elaborate and not suited to the 
people in their present backward state. The cost of suits is 
very heavy, and the people regard litigation as a mere game of 
chance. The success of a suit almost entirely depends on the 
ability of the Vakil or Barrister engaged, | 


The Almora Akhbdr, of the 21st September, says that 
Mr. Kilvert, Senior‘ Assistant Com- 
missioner of,* ‘ umain, who has been 
making a tour in the district for the last four or five weeks, 
puts up at the dak bungalows and gets anything he requires 
from the shopkeepers, paying the full prices of the things. 
Neither a blade of grass nor a drop of milk has been forcibly 
taken from any peasant. It would be well if all officers fol- 
lowed Mr, Kilvert’s example and made their own arrangements 
for the supply of provisions to their camps. The present 
system under which the local officials are required to collect 
provisions is open to serious objection, inasmuch as such offi- 
cials exercise a great deal of extortion and oppression. If an 
officer wants a seer of milk, they will collect a maund of it, 
the excess being appropriated oy eon or ser Own use, 


The Alam-i-Taswir (Cag re a 
Extension of the vaccina- oxe p ig - ) J \ Fi t ) ini 
tion season. S inatior Va 
ordered to begin on the 1st 0 
as usual, mparatively hot. 
October being a omy LS oy ie * aaN - . va" y BS 
ble, and the same will be the case with ot ho WwW 


Laws and the people. 


Mr. Kilvert’s tour in Ku- 
maun. 


vaccinated with lymph taken from those children. ‘The } local 


authorities should reflect over the. matter and pr 
the il-advised change. 
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The minimum taxable income is Rs, 500 a year, but many 
men who have considerably smaller incomes are taxed, and the 
objections filed by them end in nothing. The tax has often 
to be realized by the sale of property, and this is a conclusive 
proof of the unfair assessment of the tax. It would appear 
that in Caleutta 20,700 men were assessed, of whom about 
3,000 filed objections, of which 1,669 were accepted and remis- 
sions made. In the Rangpur district, property was distressed 
and sold in 154 cases for the recovery of the tax. In ac- 
cordance with the prayer of the residents of Lahore, the 
Deputy Commissioner has appointed a committee, consisting 
of the tahsildér and two other men, to revise the assessments, 
But the members do not know Hindi, in which the shopkeep- 
ers keep their account books, and the citizens are strongly 


opposed to the appointment of one of the members, Nothing 


can be expected from such a committee. 


The LHindustdnz (Lucknow), of the 830th September, referr- 
Dispute between the ing to the dispute between braziers 


braziera and tke police of 


Yahluanei Ueki, and the police of Yahiaganj, Lucknow, 


hopes that the Deputy Commissioner 
will make a thorough inquiry and decide the case with 


special care, The statements of the police appear to be 
exaggerated, 


| EDUCATION. 


TUG Ss LZ? 
The Nasim-i-Agra, of’ the -85rd September, complains 


Neglect of religious edu- ~that® wile to the neglect of religious 
— i insite, the belief of educated men 
in God and the next world’ is dHaleti and that drunkenness, 
immorality and dissimulation great! y prevail among them. 
No man who does not fear God can be expected to strictly 
follow the principles of justice and rectitude. He will readi- 
ly do any objectionable thing short of a grave offence which 
may bring him within the clutches of the law. The appoint- 
ment of such unprincipled men to posts of trust and responsi- 
bility is open to serious objection, Religious education should 
also be provided to check the spread of atheistic views. . — 


( 877 ) 


The Bhdrat Jiwan (Benares), of the 28th September, 


referring to the establishment of 13 
Establishment of scholar- 


ships by R&ja Udaya Pré- scholarships for Kshatri students by 
tapSingh f Bhinga, Oudh. 


of Bhinga, and to the making over of Rs, 32,000 by him to 


Government for the purpose, praises him and asks other 
taluqdars and rich men to follow his enlightened example, 


POST-OFFICE AND RAILWAY. 


The Khichri Samdchir (Mirzapur), of the 26th September, 

Need of letter boxes at Urges that letter boxes should be placed 

Mirsapar. in the principal parts of the Mirzapur 
city for the convenience of the public. 


Rija Udaya Pratap Singh, taluqdar 
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The Nasim-t-Agra, of the 23rd September, on the autho- Circulation, 


rity of a correspondent, complains 


Alleged levy of black- ha | 
wilt oe te that the gate-keepers at railway 


railway crossings. crossings in Jhinsi and other places 
levy blackmail from carriage drivers 


and other persons who carry about milk, curds, fucl and other 
such things on their heads for sale. They are sometimes 


detained even for three or four hours and are not allowed 
to pass until they have paid money or a small portion of 
their things intended for sale. Complaints of this kind have 


been made at police stations. The railway officials should give 
their attention to the matter. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Praydg Samdchdr (Allahabad), of the 24th Septem- 

Arrest of bad characters ber, is glad to state that Mr. Thomson, 
= ee the District Magistrate of Allahabad, 
has done much to promote the welfare of the people. it would 
be a happy day for this country if all district officers folluwed 
his example. Men of’ bad character have made themselves a 
terror to respectable persons at Allahabad. They readil 
mit assaults on any persons and are thieves, robbers, gamb! er 
and ring-droppers. Lately a cruel assault was made, on. Lal 
Jagat Narain, Honorary Magistrate, by & villain a 


Allen’s chaprasis were belaboured. with stacks by < thers. Na 
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Police to arrest bad characters and send them to the Court of 
the Joint Magistrate, who requires them to furnish security 


for good behaviour, and in case of default, sentences them to 
imprisonment. 


The Jhansi correspondent of the Nastm-t-Agra, of the 
i as ii 23rd September, is glad to notice 
tion ofa meat market at that the article published ina previ- 
—— ‘ous number of that paper protesting 
against the sale of meat at the Gudart or market (see page 
553 of the Selections from Vernacular Newspapers for week 
ending 5th August 1891) has attracted the attention of the 
municipal board. At the instance of the Secretary to the 
board the residents of the market submitted a petition to him 
on the subject, and on the 15th September, the Collector, the 
Secretary, and other municipal officials inspected the market, 
and asked the residents where the meat stalls could be 
removed to. It is the duty of the authorities and not of the 
citizens to find out a suitable place for such stalls. A meat 
market had better be built towards the Mian gate, where 


Musalmins and Bengalis generally live, one rupee a month 
being fixed as the rent of each stall. 


The Ndsir-i-Hind (Agra), of the 24th September, com- 
- Mubammadan _—local._- Plains that the local agents, entrusted 


egunee as Sgre. with the management of the principal 


Muhammadan religious buildings at Agra, do not perform 
their duties properly. They have never published statements 
showing the annual income and’ expenditure of the buildings 
for the inform ation of the public, in accordance with letter 
No. . addressed by the Local Government to the Commis- 


sioner of Agra in 1885 on the subject. Again, they have 
unnecessarily turned out old grave-diggers from the Karbala, 
spending a great deal of money in law suits with them and 
appointing new men in their place. The new men ‘do not keep 
the grave-yard in proper order, and are often not to be found 
when their services are required. The reinsta' ement of the 
old grave-diggers is necessary. Local agents should not: be 


appointed for life, but the office shod be tenable f for ! dy ly a 
fixed‘ number of years, 
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